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MR, HENDERSOHN: Mr., Fitch - he wants to get away
as soon as possible.

MR, HAREWOOD: Will you raise your right hand please.
M ORGATN L. FITCH

called as a witness, having been first duly svworn, was

examined in chief by Mr. Harewood, and testified as follows:

Q What is your name, please ? A lMorgan L. Fitch.

Q2 You are President of the Chicago Real’Estate Board ?

A I am, sir,

Q And your address in the City ?

A 7915 Exchange Avenue.

Q@ Thank you, be seated, please.

SEN. WALLACE: Mr., Fitch, we would like to know what
is the policy of the Chicago Real Estate Board in
referencé to restrictive covenants against Negro nome
seeker, and if there are any plans being considered for
making new housing units available to colored citizens ani
for rehabilitating areas in which they already live -
you can be seated.

A Thank you, sir. The question has two parts.

Q@ Yes, answer either one first.

A The first oneas to the policy of the Chicago Real
Estate Board in respect to restrictive covenants against

Negro home seekers, I am at liberty to say that there 1is



no established definite volicy as to restrictive
covenants; the second part as to housing plans, or hat
part wihich has to do with plans to develop an area, a
plan for building is not considered by us at all, as this
ié merely an organization of .real estate men. If-that
answérs the question.

SEN. WALLACE; These questions are asked, due to the
fact that some information has come to us of a definite
and determined vpolicy of the realtors in that regard.?

A .I never have heard_of it, never heard any such
discussion, We are not in the construction business,
merely an organization of realtors, and we do make
suggestions which have to do with practices and things
of that sort are concerned, but as far as direction of,
or concern with enterprises of that nature, we have
not attempted to do that.

Q Well, have you knowledge of these restrictive
covenants in certain areas 7

A Yes, we do.

Q@ Do you have dealings with that situation through
your organization 1

A Through the real estate board?

Q Yes 7 A To, sir,

MR. HENDZIRSON: Mr. Fitch, will you state your

,?4persona1 opinion in regard to the feasibility of
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restrictive covenants against a particular race or group
of peoﬁle, or creed - since you have been here this
morning and heard certain statements made, relative to
suph con@itiOﬁs that now exist in a city like Chicago_?v

A I feel, and I think most real estate man feel that
they have a.right to restrict property, and exercise
égch rights, which ié generally as inherent, a right of
theilrs as in any other policy, in the United States;
that such‘owners or realtor has a right to so govern their
nroperty as they see fit and feel free to assert these
inherent rights, as fo property. I think that is a
straight forward opinion, not speaking specifically as
to any vparticular group of peovple. I feel that
property should be operated freely, and that the enactment
of legislation as would deny veople the right to tweal with
property as they see fit would be contrary to certain
sjnherent rights peopnle should be or should feel free
to exXercise, any restriction on an owner of real estate
or a realtor would tend to operate otherwise.

SEN. WALLACE: Do you feel that an individual, we
will say a member of the colored race should be under
restrictlions, or conditions that would effect a large
number of American citizens within a certain district,
what 1s your opiniom on that ?

A T think the right of a man to deal with his property

e
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as he sees fit is fundamental, can't take it away without
damage.to his fundamental rights, inherent rights, if
you please.

Q Do you think a handicap 1is sustained to certain
peopnle whenxthen enter into particular agreementé, isn'sg
thatba sort of handicap againét other people who . . . . .

A ,(1nterfupting) Might very well be, I get your
point, but still you can't take or deny the right of a
man to create an estate, to do with his property as he
sees fit,.

MR, DICKERSON: Mr. PFitch, you are speaking as 1if you
are a clear and definite advocate of civil liberties.

A I am, sir.

@ It is very gratifying to me to hear you speak in
that manner, understanding that you are a keen supporter
of civil liberties, to all peonle, am I right ?

A Yes, most certainly.

Q Is not your position inconsistent, Just by the
attitude you express, by persons who should be affected
by such restrictions, and the inherent rights of veople
in this particular instance to deal with their property
as they see fit. low this is true, and I am satisfied
you still agree with American jurilsprudence and . 5 s
(interruption) Are you an attorney ?

76 A No, sir.
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I I ﬁook it that you were - as you were %Talking about:
the use of property « w e

A lo sir, I am not an attorney.

% But, you are pretty well in agreement of things of
that sort I take it, as you speak of the use of property,
and the owner's rights relative to what tyve of use they
would exercise, and we all know the history of vroperty
as set out in Znglish Jjurisprudence, that movement
initiated in England wherein people are given the right
to enjoy the use of oroperty, the enjoyment of the use of
property by the owner of the estate.

A Yes. What I am trying to bring out, 1s what you
have asked with respect to proverty and communities - and
I subnmit that property owners should have the right to
disvosed of their property as they see fit.

Of course, there is a point where the race of vnersons
conflict with society and there has to be some soclal
adjustment, or establishment of a principle.

Q@ I am trying to point out, if I am clear on the
matter, with relation to certain districts, the use of
nroperty, from the point of view of the person or
persong affected, and the use of the property, or of
property, if you will from the type of person within

certain confines, you can see clearly that use as a use

W'e to the detriment of certain peoples.
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A Yes.

Q@ You get my point 1 A Yes, and as I said, of ooﬁrse
there 1s a point where 'the race of persons would corflift
with society, and there 1s to be somé restrictions
established.

Q@ But my point'is a voint of distinetion, and that
has to do with the use of the property from a type of
person of . . .+ . .

A (interrupting) I think there is a distinction,
there is, most certainly.

Q@ And there are two objections right there. Now I
think this second obJjection deals with the use as an
instrument, which has to do with the occupancy, on
account of elther race or creed and more definitely has
to do with colored people, simply @ account of race and
creed, and knowing that, that certainly is not in
keeping with the svpirit of the institution, it digresses
from every thing we hold sacred, in that it denies persons
the right to live where they nlease, further denies
persons certain liberties which - are inherently theirs,
and further denies persons property without due process
of law, and without equal participation to the things
we hold sacred.

A Yes 17

Q@ The State operates through the Courts, snd the
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Court 1s an instrumént of the State.

A In the tearing down of sections . . . .

Q@ (interrupting) And the‘Staté operates through
the Courts, now in demolition plans, or operations, 1t
is'the Courts that lead to enforcement, as well as set
boundaries, a line as distinct as a lline between Indiana
and any other State, and éct as an enforcement agency,
to prohibit restrictions, as to property, against persons
on account of Pface or creed, and as I see 1t that borders
against public policy.

A You have done a very good Job, I might say in

Yz
pulling this thing down to a final point.

I still think you might introduce a law, to determine
who shall be vermitted to occuvy proverty, and assume an
attitude over property, and might keep 1t vacant indefinite-
1y %oo for a life time, but still the ownershin would
remain the same, the owner would have the right to
disvose of it as he saw fit and still . . . . .

Q@ (interrupting) I understand, going back to the
19th century manner of dealing with a situation,
that people have a right to contract with whomsoever they
see fit, so long as they do not overate this right against
public nolicy, the public nolicy of the State.

A Yes.

@ In this situation, we are confronted with, this
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great Democracy we all talk about, idealogically, and point
out the benefits of idealogy as between Democracy and
Facism and Nazism, would be better to nut it to work and
make 1t real, rather than practice discrimination in
this Democracy so flagrantly. We in America are aglow
with indignation as to the principlés of other Countries,
g0 do you think that covenants of that sort that restrict
use and occupation, occupancy, as against members of
certain races are in accord with the principles of what
we call Democracy, which tend to deny citizens of equal
rights under the lawto live where they please, and are
able to live, I might say and the right to enjoy this
liberty we speak of in such glowing terms ?

A I agree with what you are saying.

REP. GREENE: Mr. Fitch, how long have you been
President of the Chicago Real Estate Board ?

s Just about a (1) year.

Q@ What are the pre-requisites for gembership in
that organization ?

A Must be a member of, or operating a real estate
pusiness for a period of two (2) years; be licensed
by the State of Illinois; be of good moral character and
several other things, we have them set out.

Q I see - any colored members of this organization ?

A No sir.
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Q9 No colored ? A No sir.

Q Any of the white realtors have property in Negrov

neighborhoods, of that membership ?
A bSome, yes.

Q Any colored persons made application for membership
in the Chicago Real Estate Board ?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q@ If they had made application, you would have infor-
mation relative to that, in a years time, that 1s silnce
you have been president ?

A Not necessarily - no.

Q If they made application, how would they go about
making application ?

A To the membership committee.

Q And that Committee would pass on this ?

A Yes sir,

Q There is a division of the real estate board, with
refaence to menmbership, apvlication would have to go
through routine channels, finally that committee would
pass on eligibility as to its members ?

A Simply pass on it, yese - the Board uses their
discretion.

Q@ I see - and &oes the Chicago Real Estate Board have

anything to do with refinancing property through the

Federal Housing Administration 7?7
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4 Well, no - I would say not - not through our

organization, some of the members m;ght be mortgagees

Q Now, do any of these members have agreements,
1imiting, or recommending loans on property in aresas,
well, in an area located in a colored neighborhocd, to
the Federal Housing Administration ?

A- Yes, I do myself.

Q To your kxnowledge, any of these loans been accepted
by F. H. A, 17

A Well , in colored areas ?

Qg Yes 1 A I have made some myself.

4§ These white realtors in a colored section, 4o you
rnow if any of these realtors have made any reoommendafions
to F. H. A., as to such loans ?

A I should think that most of the colored realtors
in a colored neighborhood have made such arrangements,
as well as white resl estate dealers.

Q@ Do you know - - you have heard of the "Slum Clearance
BilXx?"

A. The what Bill ?

Q A Bill whieh is known as the Slum Clearance Bill;
buildings to be torn down, to rehabilitate certalin
areas so designated as "The Slums"?

A May I ask a question ?

Q@ I am asking you now ?
-82-




A I know of the Bill. I was golng to make a statement,
that at the point where it is clear as to the tearing
down, that it doesn't , or will it tend to make possible
rebuilding 7

Q@ No, this is another movement prior to that one.

A That is a matter of concern to us.

@ I understand it as a move to tear down and put up
manu%acturing places. I am concerned with the tearing
down part, I am reasonably sure they will tear down .
all right.

A It would have to be re-zoned again as to anything
of that sort.

R Yes, gives them the right to tear down, and do
nothing too = and not build anything. None of these
bills as introduced in the last session of the General
Assembly, with reference to the slum area have any
such re-building proviso, everything 1in 1t, 1s to
tear down, |

A To acquire, not tear down.

Q@ Acquire through eminent domain, and nothing in
the Bill, as introduced in the last session of the
General Assembly tb rebuild.

A Well, it .is to be assumed . . . .

§ Never - assume nothing - law gives the right to take

away, but nothing which says to rebuild, thats my point.
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(interrunt
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A lo.
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have a definite policy as
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this Committee,

go forth?

A Yes,
Q Results of

A Yes,

Q@ 1 see -~ now, you have
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Real Estate Board have suggestions to make,

ch, I take it that
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an appralsal committee on
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has the Chicago

shall be

committees

relative

the

and sugrestions in that regard made by

and by the membershin» as a whole, and

some of the investigations and so forth 17



Q Do you know what the attitude of the appraisal
commnittee is with respect to appraising property.in
Negro commmunities 7 That is %o say, what is your
present attitude in appralsing property in that section -
would you take into consideration, oli circumstances,
that 1s the peonle living there, conditions under which
they 1ive, surrounding environments in the district, a
.general survey as to what the property is worth, based on
those facts, to the same e xtent as you would in a smaller
territory, a white community let us say 7

A You ¥now the answer to that, Alderman. -We take
into consideratlon naturally all of those things, type

of investment, peonle to determine the value.

3)

e

Yes, take into consideration the type building,
adhs «»e:wﬁ«:’z;

the age, physical conditions, susceptiblelity to

&

transportation, all of those things to make up what you
would consider a true appraisal, and you would also
consider the identity of the persons occupying the
property, whether‘white or colored and . . . . .

A (interrupting) ©Not the identity, we consider
the type.

Q@ Well the type as to what identity can be nlaced
upon that - as to whether colored or white, all that
would enter into the picture 17

A Might be Italian, might be Polish, Scandinavian, or
-85~




Jewish or whatever type might enter the picture.

Q@ Would that take into consideration the color of
a person - assuming a person is colored, in a colored
district ? Taking that for example, is 1% not true
that in your estimation, in the estimation of the Board,
that would cause the appraised value to go down con-
siderably, as compare with some other people in sone
other areas, take for'example an area, or a section
occupied by Italians or people of Polish descent ?

A We generally take all of those factors into con-
sideration, and that the bu;lding has depreciated, and
the extent of that, we merely get as much information
on the building as well as thearea as we can.

W Would tend to f ind out if merely because of the
occupancy per se of Negro peonle . . . . . .

4 (interrupting) And the area, the adjoining area,
the re-saleability, and . . . . . .

2 (interrupting) Do you think it is quite fair
to the colored peonle, who have consid-rable trouble
gett ng adequate housing, lack of available housing,
taking all of those factors into consideration, reducing
the value of the vproverty, because they havnpen to
be colored 17

A DNo, not gquite, surely hot, still coming back to
this - a question of mortgages - we determine that,and

—me
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other factors, all go into the vpicture of a true
apprraisal, as you know.

Q@ That is true. You know colored peonle live in an
area adjoing the so called Wgshington Park area, or
gubdivision, or what you will - liegroes occupy sections
on either side in large numbers, you know that ?

A Very well.:

Q@ Do you get any sales as a2 result of peovnle moving

away °? A Quite a few NOV.

Q Mbre than in years previous ? A 0Oh, yes.

Q@ Those properties, for sale we are speaking, were
aoprailsed years ago 7

A There were some.

Q4 Not very many ? A No, no place in Chicago,
incidentally.

@ Do you know whether or not the sale of property
say over a year or so ago 1is higher than it 1is
today ? A Thats an open guestion. My opinion
would be that individual needs were higher today than a
year ago, yes - if that answers your question.

& Yegar or so ago, the market as to property in that
area was for whites nearly, wasn't it ?

A Well it was, to some extent, some anticivation by

realtors.

Q@ Well practically, within the limits of that restric-
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tive covenanted area, as far as the record shows, were
sales made there were whitese only as purchasers 1?

A Yes.

.Q Now people of color are buying in there, due to
some reason or other 7

A Yes, I suspect some white peonle anticipated that
it would be included in»a colored area, yes.

Q@ It does then seem significant, that colored people
would pay less - yqu say the market in the coclored area
is low because of what ?

A Values 1h the Washington Park go down, becauszse
of colored occuvancy in a very short time, the same as .
any other ﬁarket. It is anticipated that certain changes
willl take vnlace, and corporations act accordihgly.

Q That makes it a fact then that because of the
occupancy of a Negro in such property would tend to
d@minish the valf@ as far as Real estape_brokers are
concerned *? A Not the real estate brokers, rather
the owners. |

Q Matter of pressure then, would it be ?

A Well you can call it pressure, good business, what
the market will pay, or what the public will pay, what
traffic will bear.

'Q Would it take into consideration, elimin»ting the

white occupancy,"would it take into consideration the
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vacancy of the property ?

A Yo, but that would be an element I shog;d think.

Q Don't4yquxthink that'is one of the deterents in the
entire situatigg; the matﬁer of deserting a Negro area,
as to ﬁhe white'peowle, and thevreal estate brokers, or
the.corporations,.and tﬁe entrance of colored people
in. the area. I anpreciaté your liberal humgn view
voint, and wish more had it. We are gléd to télkVuith
sémeone with a liberal human point. of view like you
seem to have. ' o

A . am very human, try to be, and am sincerely

interested in colored housing, which I think is one of

‘the most lmportant problems, the matter of housing to

the people in the €ity of Chicago.

You undérstand, I think, that there are, roughly
speaking one hundred and seventy five thqusand residents,
units in Chicago of sub standard proportions; thirty
five huﬁdred and more with no bath rooms, an appalling
situatioh here in Chicago whereby one hundred and
seventy flve thousand residences now occupied by
célored people, which in no way measure up to any standard
of measure.

Thats the problem, not Just in this particular area,

but a vproblem Jjust as viclous with white as colored

peoprle I might add further,
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W 4 see. Now Mr. Fitch, we all know that in the
City of Chicago there are.about thirteen inspectors, in
general, with gome‘gides, to enforce certain laws dealing
with the H_ea;lt‘:l'fz‘%‘:éhd Sanitary Codes of the City ?

A, Yes. |

Q ‘Thdse inspectors, theéir dutieé would have-to.do
with housing.inspectioh and so forth.

A Yes,

.Q. There ﬁas been a measure considered, in the City
Couneil, with respect to the 1941 budget, to make
allowance only for thirteen inspectors.

A Yes. |

Q And‘it would be humanly impossible for 13 inspectors
to cover a City like Chicago so as to do a good job in
respect to community sanitation and the like?

A I think it is imnossible to do a comnlete Job,
and hard to do a poor job, but I think it 1ls possible
for them to do a better Job than they do.

Q That is when they had thirteen ?

A Yes, and they are dolng nothing now.

Q@ Thats my point.

Q That is where the veople of the real estate board
can get into action, otherwise . . . . . . .

A (interrupting) Not so very much. People don't

want strict enforcement of the laws as to sanitary
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conditions, and’the& are still living.

Q@ Yes, but how ? If the Heal Estate Boards are
tryiné to combaﬁ this situétion, and they have this
information, théy should get together with the members
the Cify'Gouncil, which has a housing comﬁitteé;
and discuss matters rélétive to improved hous;ng pon;
ditions. | |

A Yes, the President is very much interested in that.

Q. Takes a little more than the President, members
of the Board should interest themselves.

A Yes,

Q And set out the fact, as to the lack of staff of
inspéctors in the City of Chicago, suggesting an
increase and such other suggestlons.

A The Board will not ask for more inspectors, but

incidentally will ask for thirteen inspectors to do

Q@ Isn't that quite a paradox ?

A _No.

@& That 13 men can't do a job, because even if they
did attemvt the job, there wouldn't be enough, the
thirteen couldn't do the Job any way ?

A Well, yes - we can't anticipate them dolng any
kind of a Job until they make an attempt to do a Job,

do something about what they are supposed to, and do
Mo Jy [




a job of that.

3 I see.‘ A As I see it, we éannot anticipéte
then doing a la?ge ij until they do the Jjob that.they
already have. :My‘xperience develops that they hévé
not done anything in white housing, where that problem
might eveﬁ be more accute. That is where most of
the @ifficulty rests.

SEN. WALLACE: ‘We thank you very nmuch for your
jnformation lr. Fitech.

MR. ﬁENDﬁRSON: Just this duestion, would you consider
one of the main reason for depreclation of bulildings in
Negro sections, areas‘in the City thickly in habited by
Negroés due to the fault of the owner, the verson who
owns the proverty.and do not live in the sectlon ?

A Might live next doof.

Q Hight live next 7 A Les.

MR. DICKERSON: My further view on this matter, is that
those who own the proverty, hold title to it and live out-
¢cide of the community are out of sympathy with any
development program. As a result, we find Kitchennettes
by the hundreds, and the people who hold the mortgage,
or who own the vproverty, or have title are mt in

the neighborhood and effect an attitude which does not

help the situation ahy, but tends to demoralize the

neighborhood, in fact, it is difficult to even trace




ownership, or the C8est qui. trust, in order to find
out the owner, you would have to find a Philadelphia
attaney, ana ?gcofa’and a,terrific.staff to.trace aown_
the ownership, to find oﬁt who the owner of the
property‘is. You get my point of view.

A Yes,

Q@ That is the fruits of these absentee landlords -
and that is the thing we are trying to avoid.

A Yes, and the condition of which you speak exists
now within a half a block of where you are sitting.

Q Yes I xnow, because some times, - well the effect
is obvious, they haven't been doing any bulilding down
this way for maybe fifty (50) years.

A Yes,ydu’work at Randolnh and Clark, Justlook
it over.

Q Have you any recommendations as to this case of
absentee landlords, or any other case of similar nature
that would tend to relieve this situation?

A Yes, I have some recommendations, I would like to
mnake for ydur record. I would like to make a statement
1n that regard in brief,

Q “Les.

A It is pointed out to me so that I and the other real

estate men throughout the City khow the conditions, and

I feel a careful study of the situation should be made, and
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and an investigation made into this vroblemn.. Only by
discussion and ‘exchange of'views, as %o conditions~and
problems that the Deowle'in certaiﬁ areas understaﬁd,.fo
bthé end that those conditions are to be remedied, and there
will be improvements on this.

Nothing very definite that you can put your finger on,
»ut the situation should be gone into carefully, whether
by Legislative Act or otherwise, whether by a specially
avpointed State commission, but it should be gone into, as
the problem is accute both as to white and colored housing.

I think you have made a good start in that direction,
not considering this from a selfish stand v»oint. I
think the whole housing matter should be gone into quite
thoroughly for the benefit of all the peonle of the City
of Chicago. I don't think that we should attempt to draw
a line, but attempt to do something that will benefit
the colored peonle and at the same time made available
to white veople. I think the pronosition should be
approsched from that broad angle, rather than confined
to a certain group.

Q I see. A I want you to be interested 1in
proper housing in all sections, not only for the benefilt
of colored peop e, but more for the improvement generally
here in Chicago.

Q Yes?
) A



A The problem today is bad housing, and there 1is
no questionlag_to that bad condition, and oﬁr course d
action is to remedy that.’ I kxnow we have bad
" conditions and there is not special area as to that.
We take into consideration the questlion of construction
and mainéenance, and because there are, as 1 know 1in
Chicago definite artificial barriers, all of which has
to be overcome if progress is to be made in that
direction. We want to raise standards, subject ourselwes
to rules and regulations and maintain housing beyond a
guestion of a doubt that ordinary people can maintaln.
Now there are certain definite remedies that can be
anplied to this situation, and one 1s to to eliminate
the artificial restrictions imposed on building generally
ané its progress, building constructlon, - and the
other is an enforcement of the laws regarding sanitatlon
and health - sani®tion and hygiene, which I think could
be done with the assistaﬂ%/of probably the police
department, the health department and fire devartment,

and such other departments as might be necessary .

There is another matter 1 want to touch briefly, and
that has to go with Government control, rather Government
competition, which has its effect as against private
enterprise. Theré are certain economies, but this should

be under their direction, with the assistance of and by
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private enterprise. I havevin mind now the Ida B. Wells
homes which is a Government enterprise, which is good,
fun@amentally, serves a great need, the construction of
1t will be a sort of "1lift", those homes which doubtless
will benefit a great many peonle, but at the same time
indicates the type of Govérnmental competition I‘had

inh mind, they will accomodate two or three thousand
families in Chicago in a short time, but we have ye%t

ten or '‘twelve thousand families with no vnlaces to occupy,
put this will relieve the load somewhat maybe ten to
fifteen percent I believe it is in the area called the
near south side of Chicago.

Now with respect to the piece of legislation, to that
viece of legislation the so called "Re-Development Bill" -
that Bill has its advantages, and I judge from what I
have heard here today too, that it has some disadvantages.
The proposed measure, called the neighborhood redevelopment
corvoration bill has merit to it, and tends to alleviate
some of the shortage with respect to people in this
area, a reconstruction program, designed to afford
better housing. The Real Estate Board 1s in sympathy
with the Bill to that extent, we want to be helpful to
this, we want to of service to the community. All of
these matters I have mentioned are fundamental rights

we enjoy and are inherent rights at that.
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HR.'HENDERSON: ¥r., Fltch, according to what you have
suggested as recommendations, are we to understand that
you are in favor of private persons acqulring property

A .
adjoin$ or close to the slum area, and building on this
and run up, I mean rather rent it at a price, of course
with a profit . e e e

A (interrupting) I get your point too, and I.am in
fgvor of private enterprise, rather Iimpressing private
enternprise so it can take these properties.

Q@ (continuing) I was saying, these properties near
the Government properties be avallable to colored persons
of low income, in the low income group, that wil. enable
him to have a home meeting all the necessary quailflcations
as to standards and so forth ?

A Yes, I am in favor of improving private enterprise,
so it can take this proverty, or these properties, and
I think the Government is running in competition with
private entervprise in that respect.

MR. HENDERSOI: Rather than a situation whereby
realtors will run these vnrices up whereby people in this
particular gmwup, the low income group, will be deprived
of these advantages, in that these prices will be more
than these peovle can afford, not being able to pay

high rents ?

(no resvonse)
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MR. .HENDEESON: (continuing) Now back in your statement

you made reference to the value of vproverty in this area
of which we sveak. In that respect, how do you account
for the enormous increase in rentals for this same pro-
perty, when pgrchased by or rented %to colpred people ?

A }That.is a positive fact, and mny assmmption would be
that occubahcy by colored peonle tends to give it abnormal
depresiation, aﬂ& abnormal obsolencense; I don't like 1%t
and maybe I don't agree with it. One other reason,

I think col&red peoprle can afford to pay 1t, thats one. .

Q Is that a fact, that assumption . . . . . .

A (interrupting) That is a fact in my own experience

Lot
and also in the experience of others I ahev talked with
about this.

MR, DICKZRSON: Mr Fitch, getting back to that
guestion, going into it a little further. By the way,
arevyou a Chicago product ?

A Very nmuch so,.

@ I see , and do you know any colored professors,
persons of that calibre with whom you come in contact,
or do you ever come in contact with colored attorneys,
doctors, business and professional persons in the City
of Chicago 17

A I have had some contact, yes.

& You know then, that we have Negroes who have finished
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various Universities and colleges, and find themselves
in high nosition, as & result of finishing these varilous
universities with honors 7

A Yes, I heve sone very good friends who fall in
that category, yes.

Q And you will admlt that Negro Deqﬂle have made some
progreés'since the emancipation »nroclamation ?

A L+ anm sure of this.

Q Let us say that a colored man came up witd'you,
colored mén had the same advantages, same back ground,
experience, only he was colored and you were white -
that condition existed over a period of years; thought
the same things you thought, lived as you lived and all
of that - do you say cccupancy of property by him would
tend to give that property abnormal devreeiation ?

A No sir. When I speak of that, I do not sneak of
individuals I speak of a class.

Q@ Isn't that the vicilousness of the restrictive
covenant, when 1% prevents that man occupying property
next door to him.

A I think a restrictive covenant is a limitation
on proverty, and has its good voints, L guess you wald
call them,

@ What is that 17 A Back to what

-1

salid at first,

that I do not think you should deny one the right to
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enter into any kind.of agreement as to their pronerty,
which does not directly, or is not directly antagonistic
to the social welfare.

Q@ And '"social welfare" is to effect twelve million
over thirtx millions who are given this stigma, would
you say *?

A Yes, but I think time will come when colored veovle
as a race, will raise themselves to such a level, econo-
mically, soclally and otherwise, that would eliminate
réétrictivé covenants. a
- Q@ Yes, ad maybe a few Hitler's might come along and
level us all down 17

A Never can tell, you know the *established rule
of Hitler.

Q@ One other question I wanted to raise in your statement,
was that vportion which had to do with building in Chicago.
You said you didn't think the Government should enter
into competition with private enterprise ?

A Thats right.

Q@ Do you know, at the present time, what it would cost
private enterprise, in the construction of, or building
nome So és to make avallable to people of low income 7

A Well, there are homes and homes.

Q@ That 1s true too - I am speaking of home that could

ne made avaklable for people of the lowest income group -
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minimum suggestion ?

A As to the present building rate ?
Q@ Yes? A Residences for peovnle of low income 1
Q@ Yes, like for instance the Ida B. Wells homes 7
A I see.
Q And also smaller individual dwellings - the very
1owest figure you can qﬁote?

A A structure of about 800 rooms 17

Q@ Yes, and you want to rent that building to a person
for about ten, twelve or fifty dollars ?

A, Well . . . .

« Would it be about $12.50 per room per month ?

A Yo way to get it at that

Q@ You mean no way to make a profit ?

A Well that would be considered, I would say Al&erman
about $5.50 per room per month would be fair .

Q And peonle of low income can pay that ?

A Thats right,. |

Q@ A man would find himself paying that and not too
much consideration - of course these are peonle asaming
this is a clear case of this social equality and when
~they have ralsed themselves to such levels as you
megtion, peonle of low income. . . . .

A (interrupting) We would have to take away those

.artificial barriers, I am afraid.
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MR. DICKERSON: (continuing) How long do you think
that will take ?

A I don't know, but we won't find a solutlon until
that day - a temporary panacea - have got to be
together for a permanent solution.

Q@ Well in the meantime, should we fiddle while Rome
purns 7 A No, I shouldn't think so, but I do
feel that . . . . . ; =

Q@ (interrupting) The Federal Government has made
some progress in the building trades, you will grant
that * A True.

Q And that is a step in the right direction ?

A Yes.

§ Thats what I mean.

MR. FOSTZE: M¥r. Fitch, are illegro brokers, who
cualify general as to membership, be eligible for
membefship in the Chicago Real Estate Board °?

A Financiall I think they are %

Q@ And there is nothing in your constitutlon thatﬁould
~revent Negro membership ?

A So far as I know, there 1s not.

Q@ And it would be a matter of the disvosition of
the membership comﬁittee and recommendations made on

their part, as to whether or not a Negro night obtain

membership ?
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A Yes.

Qv I raise that question because Negro real estate
dealemsm and brokers have not been able to break down that
barrier, which might be an artificial barrier too. But
1f they qualify otherwise and pass this Committee, they
might become members, 1s that right 7

A Well that would be the procedure.

@ And is there any other channel, speeking of
eligibility now . . . . .

A (interrupting) I think in feirness to everybody
it might well be said, it would be unlikely that a Negro
bréker wbuld be considered.

MR. DICKERSON: And in this svnirit of Democracy, which
we so proudly boast of, do you think, particularly of
a real estate board that deals with citizens in such a
manner, in a City like Chicago, a real estate board that
assumes a policy of well we'll say restriction, based
solely upon the color of people, to bar him fron
membership solely because he 1s colored, do you think
guch a policy is in keeping with the spirit of Democracy?

A - Thats true.

Q@ Your answer is yes 7 A ©No sir.

Q Are there colored members in the association ?

a No.

Q Have there ever been colored members in the assoclatlion
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A No.

« And the liklihood is that there will not be any in
the associstion, at least no ways soon 7

(no response)

Q@ Of course, you are not free to tell us what you
might want to say, but you are merely answering our
ouestions as to the volicles of the Chicago Real Edate
Board? A Yes.

a

& I think, however, that there is not/better place,
nor no better way for Democracy to start, truly,
than right here 5

(no response)

SEN. WALLACE: We thank you very much for coming out,
and for the information you have given us.

A I thank you for your courtesy.

(witness excused)

MR. HENDEZRSON: Mr. Keenan.

BR. HAREWOOD: Raise your right hand and be sworn.
JOBSEPH KEEUDNAN

called as a witness, having been first duly sworn -
was examined in chief by Mr. Harewood and testified
as follows:

Q Yoﬁr full name, please ? A Josgh Keenan.

Q@ Mr. Keenan, you are Secretary of the Chicago
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